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For I have always been mindful of your 
unfailing love and have lived in reliance on 
your faithfulness.  Psalm 26:3

Alone, with your family, and in your House Church — pray. 

Little Rock Church:  let’s pray together!  For 40 days let’s be of one mind in devoted 
conversation with God.  Together let’s practice devotion and surrender to Him. 

This prayer guide intends to help.  Following the weekly themes introduced on 
Sundays at 9am, each day’s reading includes a reflection, a short Scripture reading 
and a prayer.  For seven weeks or 40 days of prayer, this guide invites us to go 
before God with seven vital prayers:  

July 29  We celebrate You! 

Aug. 5  We lament. 

Aug. 12  We seek You. 

Aug. 19  Form us. 

Aug. 26  Keep us together. 

Sept. 2  Bless our families. 

Sept. 9  Take us on mission. 

Use this prayer guide each day to meet alone with God.  Share the daily reading 
with your spouse or children.  Ask your House Church to meditate on a passage 
important to you.  Join the congregation on Sundays at 9am.  In doing so may we 
be more devoted and yielded to the Lord. 

how to use the daily prayer guide 



For great is his love toward us, and the 
faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. Praise 
the Lord.  Psalm 117:2

We celebrate you, Lord. 

Birthday parties.  Retirement receptions.  Graduations.  Weddings.  Anniversaries.   

We love to celebrate.  And, really, it’s seems natural to do so.  We mark the begging 
of a new era, the start of a new relationship, the achievement of some important 
aim, or the close of a life’s chapter.  And, we often want to share important 
occasions with those important to us.  And we should.   

What may seem less natural, by some measures, is celebrating God.  But, God’s 
people come to know, we should.  It’ what God’s people have always done.  Read 
Psalm 117:1-2. 

Celebrating God flows from a good memory and the practice of faith in what God 
says about himself.  Take a few moments to reflect on your experiences:  what do 
you see, with the eyes of faith, God has done in your life? How has he intervened in 
your family’s experiences?  What has he accomplished in your Christian community? 

And reflect on what God says he has done and will do.  What kind of heart does 
God reveal?  How has he intervened in history?  How did he keep promises?  What 
promises does he still make? 

After you make your list.  Find someone close to you.  And celebrate God. 

July 29 



Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; 
he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of 
love to a thousand generations… Dt. 7:9

On you, O Lord, we can depend. 

So much in life is uncertain. 

 Jobs don’t last. 

  Health fails. 

   Accidents occur. 

    Friends move. 

     Family members fail us.    

      We fail ourselves. 

Facing insurmountable odds, disappointment, trouble and uncertain outcomes, 
people of faith — in small faith — turn to God upon whom we can depend.  Such 
assurance is what Moses, steeled by confidence in a God he’s come to know so 
well, urged Israel to embrace.  Read Deuteronomy 7:7-11. 

“O Lord, we celebrate and thank you.  Though we often experience disappointment 
in this life, your love for us is beyond our understanding.  While much in life is 
uncertain, your faithfulness is surprisingly, wonderfully, reliable.  I can face today’s 
uncertainty with the assurance that you are loving and faithful.  Amen.”

July 30 



He passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, 
“The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in 
love and faithfulness.”  Ex.34:6

No one is as Good as You, Lord. 

While most of us don’t meet God as we meet another person, God wants to be 
known.  Though God is not commonly related to with our five senses, as we relate to 
most experiences in the world, he is not far away.   

God wants to be known.  He reveals himself in so many ways. 

Though Moses’ experiences with God are inarguably unique, he came to know God 
better through experiences we too may share.  As the Lord sought to reveal himself, 
Moses listen.  As God gave instructions, Moses usually tried to obey (though not 
without some arguing!).   As God acted, Moses sought to “see” God by faith. 

When God revealed himself to Moses uniquely on Mount Sinai, what did God want 
Moses to know about himself?  Read Exodus 34:4-7. 

How have you experienced this surprisingly Good God?  Now thank and honor him. 

“O God, we are glad to get to know you.  On our best days, you are all the things we 
want to be, and want others to be to us.   We celebrate all the ways we experience  
your compassion, graciousness, patience, enduring love and faithfulness. Wow.  Like 
a really good friend, we want to know more and more about you.  Show us more of 
you.  And we will celebrate more and more!  Amen.”

July 31 



Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and 
forgives the transgression of the remnant of 
his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever 
but delight to show mercy.  Micah 7:18

I’m so glad you, God, are not like I’m tempted to be. 

Forgiving is hard to do.  And, often for good reason:  people can really hurt us. 

Our hurt cultivates anger.  Resentment is sown.  Unforgiveness takes root.  
Bitterness grows.   It’s seems to be the natural course of the human experience. 

But our unforgiveness is not like our God. 

Israel’s relationship with God was, in short, a disaster.  From Egypt and the 
wilderness to the promised land, from their birth as a nation to their defeat in exile, 
Israel is commonly a disgrace rather than an honor to the Lord. 

Yet, through the prophet Micah, Israel is promised that though they are often 
faithless and rebellious, God is faithful, loyal and forgiving.  This is the message 
Micah ends his written sermon.  Read Micah 7:18-19. 

“God.  When I compare my lack of forgiveness to your demonstration of and promise 
to pardon, I sit in silence.  And amazement.  My church has reason to thank you, for 
we are not as forgiving as you.  My family, who struggles at times to love each, 
celebrates you.   Today, I not only celebrate your patience and mercy, but celebrate 
your promises to make me, and your people, more like you.  Amen.”

August 1 



For this reason he had to be made like them, 
fully human in every way, in order that he 
might become a merciful and faithful high 
priest in service to God, and that he might 
make atonement for the sins of the people. 
Hb.2:17

Our faithful go-between. 

Sometimes we need a representative.  When I was a child my mother handled the 
affairs of my education plans.  And, she met with the teacher when I needed 
discipline. 

If I violate a law, I hire an attorney.  S/He knows the statues in order to effectively 
represent me before a judge.    

Scriptures remind me that I need — well, all humanity needs — a representative 
before our Creator.  We need an intercessor, or a go-between.  And, thankfully, we 
have an effective one.  He is Jesus. 

Read Hebrews 2:14-18. 

“O God, I wrong you.  More than that, I am completely defenseless to the power of 
sin and it’s consequences.  But, today, I celebrate your work for me and all humanity.  
Though you are the Offended One, Lord, you have provided the Way to remove my 
offense.  Though I have act unfaithfully, you have worked faithfully.  You provided 
Yourself in the form of Your Son, Jesus.  He is our representative, my intercessor, our 
go-between.  Thank you!  Thank you because I (we) don’t stand before you alone.   
Jesus stands with us — merciful, faithful, mending our brokenness and removing our 
shame.  Hallelujah!  Amen.”

August 2 



Thus far has the LORD helped us.  1 Samuel 
7:12

Given what we know about the past, the present and future will be… 

After a couple had long sought the Lord for the gift of children, they received the 
gift of an adopted baby boy.  They named him John, which in Hebrew means 
“Yahweh [the LORD] is gracious.”  Some years later, when another boy was born to 
this couple,  they named him, Caleb, which in Hebrew means “whole hearted” or 
“faithful.”  In the very names of their son, the couple wanted to remember God’s 
faithful kindness to them. 

When the work of God is experienced in a profound manner, people of faith 
celebrate.   And, sometimes they do something to remember God’s faithfulness. 

When God helped the Israelites to defeat an oppressive enemy, their leader, 
Samuel, wanted Israel to celebrate.  And to remember.  Read 1 Samuel 7:10-12. 

Our memorials of faith are not to be quaint monuments revere for their own sake, 
lest our faith become a mere museum disconnected from life.  Our memorials of 
God’s faithfulness can help us reframe our present difficulty and uncertain future.   

“O Lord, we celebrate what you have done for your people.  Because you have acted 
faithfully in the past, we move out into our day with confidence and obedience.  
Because thus far you have helped us, we face our tomorrows with certainty of your 
abiding help.  What a great God you are!  We celebrate you!!  Amen.”

August 3 



Send me your light and your faithful care, let 
them lead me; let them bring me to your holy 
mountain, to the place where you dwell. Ps.43:3

Praise Him, anyway. 

“Let’s put away all our worries and concerns and just focus on the Lord this 
morning.”  Sometimes we hear such an encouragement in worship assembly.  It’s 
well intentioned.  Sometimes the speaker may simply mean, “Put down your grocery 
list and focus!” 

But the psalmist viewed differently his celebration of God.  Read Psalm 43. 

Here the psalmist writes a song of praise and thankfulness, but not because he’s set 
aside his worries to attend to God.  Quite the opposite.  He worships God in view of 
his concerns and troubles.  

Tomorrow when you gather with believers for worship of song, prayer and 
reflection, bring all you before God.  It’s honest worship.  And, it’s worship that 
demonstrates confidence in a sovereign, loving God. 

“O Sovereign God, though we are attacked you are our stronghold.  Though we are 
confused you guide us by your truth.  Though we feel enclosed in darkness you lead 
us by your light.  Today we don’t put away our worries and concerns to worship you.  
Instead, because of who you are, we bring all of ourselves to you.  And we put our 
hope you.  In spite of and in view of our circumstances, we praise you, our Savior and 
our God.  Amen.”

August 4 


