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Faithful 
Deuteronomy 7:9

For middle school, 
high school & adults



Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; 
he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of 
love to a thousand generations… Dt. 7:9

Alone, with your family, and in your House Church — pray. 

Little Rock Church:  let’s pray together!  For 40 days let’s share a conversation with 
God.  Let’s practice together devotion and surrender to Him. 

This prayer guide intends to help us.  Each day’s reading includes a reflection, a 
short Scripture reading and a prayer, and follows the weekly themes introduced on 
Sundays at 9am:  

July 29  We celebrate You! 

Aug. 5  We lament. 

Aug. 12  We seek You. 

Aug. 19  Form us. 

Aug. 26  Keep us together. 

Sept. 2  Bless our families. 

Sept. 9  Take us on mission. 

Inside this Guide are daily readings for Week One, from July 29-August 4, exploring 
the theme, “We celebrate You!” 

Use this prayer guide each day as you meet alone with God.  Share the daily 
reading with your family.  Ask your House Church or Youth Group to meditate on a 
Scripture important to you.  And, join the congregation on Sundays at 9am as we 
pray together.  In doing so may we become more devoted and yielded to the Lord. 

how to use the daily prayer guide 



You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I 
thirst for you, my whole being longs for you,…
Because your love is better than life. Ps.63:1, 3

We seek you. 

Think of a person you learned or met who left you intrigued.  You wanted to know more.  And, 
the more you know them, the more you want to find out.  Who comes to mind?  Maybe a 
historical figure comes to mind.  Perhaps an elite athlete in your favorite sport.  Or, you may 
think of a highly successful person in your profession.  Maybe your favorite author.  Perhaps the 
person your dating comes to mind.  Or, if you’re married, maybe your spouse. 

The same natural impulse to know someone better, especially a close friend or spouse, is similar 
to  the God-give impulse David sings about time and again.  In one song David says, “My heart 
says of you, “Seek his face!” Your face, Lord, I will seek.”  To seek God’s face is to be with him, to 
have his attention, and he to have yours.  One of the times David was on the run, hiding from 
those seeking to harm him, he voiced his inner longing to know God.  “Earnestly I seek you.”  It’s 
clear David isn’t simply imploring God to rescue, he’s longing for God’s presence.  Read and 
meditate on Psalm 63. 

“O God, we need to know you better.  I want to know you more completely.  Who are you?  What 
are you up to?  I want to stay close you, I need to stay close to you.   

“You’re a good, good father.  You’re a comforter, a helper.  You even want us to count you a 
friend. O Lord, we need you in the desert, when our souls are thirsty, for you give life.  We want to 
feel your presence in times of happiness and ease, for you are the giver of good gifts.  You made 
us.  You first loved us.  You stay near to us on the mountain top and in the valley of the shadow of 
death.  

“How good it will be for us—for me— to know you better.  We seek you.  Amen.”

August 12 



[God] gives everyone life and breath and 
everything else…[He] did this so that they 
would seek him. Acts 17:25, 27

We were made to know you. 

“I was made for this.”  Sounds like an expression on a commercial, of someone who finds 
satisfaction in, for example, their work or athletics.  Perhaps some of us relate to the 
feeling. 

In more sober (or somber) moments, however, many more of us may wonder why we 
were made at all.  “I’m not sure why I’m here.  I’m not sure why any of us are here.” 

Our pursuit (in any form) of why we are here, according to Scripture, is really a pursuit of 
relating to God, our Maker.  Tethered relationally to God, we experience purpose.  
Without connection to God, our life is rudderless.   Read Acts 17:24-28. 

Christianity is not merely a set of beliefs to which we give mental ascent, but an ongoing 
and ever-deepening relationship with our Creator, made possible through a crucified and 
resurrected (i.e., living) God (cf. Acts 17:31). 

“O God. You are Sovereign. Transcendent. Holy. Other. Yet, you are Good. Kind. Loving. 
Faithful.  And you are Close.  We seek you because we believe that in knowing you we 
experience purpose.  In a relationship with you we ‘live, move and have our being.’  We 
need to know you more and more.  And, thankfully, we affirm that no failure of our own, no 
trying circumstance, nothing in all creation, has to separate us from you, our Creator.  So 
we seek you. We want to know you—your heart, your priorities, your ways.  We want to be 
close to you, in harmony with you.  We want our spirits aligned with yours.  We were made 
for this:  we seek you.  Amen.”

August 13 



“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant looking for fine pearls. When he 
found one of great value, he went away and 
sold everything he had and bought it.  
Mt.13:45-46

All in. 

Every time I hear the backstory of a successful athlete’s rise to success and fame, I’m startled by 
one reoccurring truth.  And, inevitably, I share that one take-away with young teens who aspire 
to similar greatness:  if you want to be “the greatest” in your sport, everything else—other sports, 
leisure time, even friendships—has to take second place.  Your love for the game and becoming 
the best must be priority.  If you want to rise above the rest, you must be all in. 

It’s an uncommon commitment that separates a small percentage of athletes from the masses.  
Some argue that a similar determination usually sets a apart the elite of every profession.  
Nothing else must distract from the aim to arrive at the top—of your class, your department, or 
among your peers in the same career.  Some of us might take issue with the appropriateness of 
this philosophy, but it’s hard to argue with the outcomes of so many.  Having pursued with 
excellence and zeal a single aim, names of the elite often become household words. 

Jesus knew something of the human capacity to drivenness, of singularity of purpose.  In a 
series of parables, he says such is what life is like in the Kingdom of heaven.  People who live 
under the rule and reign of God do so only because everything else is second place.  Living in 
relationship with God is priority.  The single qualifier to experience life with God is that a person 
is all in with God.  Read Matthew 13:44-46. 

“Lord, I confess you have not always been my priority.  Often in my life I confine you to second 
place.  Sometimes you don’t make my Top Ten list.  In my mind I like to think you are my aim, but 
my words and actions betray my true ambitions.  I remember that you can’t really be God in my 
life if I don’t seek you as first priority.  I seek you today as my singular, consequential relationship.  
Help me be All-In for you today.  And this is because of Jesus, Amen.”

August 14 



O our God,…We do not know what to do, but 
our eyes are on you.  2 Chronicles 20:12

When all else fails, send in the choir 

King Jehoshaphat’s intelligence department briefed him on the desperate situation.  Judah was 
surrounded by a coalition of enemy armies.  What are they to do?  Options are few.  With 
spiritual sensitivity and insight, Jehoshaphat first called the people to seek the Lord through 
fasting and prayer. “Let’s humble ourselves, express our dependence upon him,” he urged.  
“Let’s ask for God’s guidance and direction.  Let’s seek his face, his presence, his attention.”  
Soon after, without explanation from the narrator, Jehoshaphat sends a choir to the front lines, 
at the head of the army, singing, “Give thanks to the LORD, for his love endures forever.” *  Read 
2 Chronicles 20:1-30. 

This was not Jehoshaphat’s first time to seek the Lord in times of decision and consequence.  
Earlier, he learned through tragedy that, though he held the power of king—with all the 
qualifications and experiences that accompany such place of authority, and though he skillfully 
constructed powerful political and military alliances, nothing displaced the vital practice of 
seeking the Lord’s direction in prayer and worship, in simple listening and obeying. Read 2 
Chronicles 18:1-19:7. 

“God of all people, You are King of kings.  Lord of lords.  Daily you give us decisions to make.  
Some matters are nominal, others of great consequence.  In all this we want to practice a search 
for your will, not allowing reliance upon our intellect, position and alliances to displace 
dependence upon you.  Teach us to listen to you as we pray and worship.  In times of strength 
and in desperate moments—yes, even through our failures—may we learn to seek you, to know 
your heart, your will and ways.  Amen.” 

* Based on observations by Raymond J. Bakke, in A Theology as Big as the City, p.102-104.

August 15 



I love those who love me, and those who seek 
me find me. Proverbs 8:17

If we seek…we will find. 

Life seems to come down to practicalities.  Philosophize all you want, some might say, but 
life is about specific, day-to-day matters.  

Fortunately, and this is really good news, God works in the practicalities.  God shows us 
over and over that he is involved in specific, day-to-day matters.  Okay—he does not 
always work as we want or imagine.  But he assures us of his concern and participation in 
all things, including the things that concern us.  In Scripture, it’s called Wisdom. 

There’s no better section of Scripture to remind us of the accessibility of God’s wisdom 
than Book of Proverbs.  In fine poetic form, God’s wisdom is often personified as a Lovely 
Lady calling out to us.  Though she made be complicated, she’s not hidden.  Though she 
may surprise us, she is not unknowable.   

God’s wisdom, woven in the very fabric of creation, is available to us.  We were made to 
live by his wisdom.  To live without guidance of God’s wisdom is to live against the grain 
of his creative intent and against our very purpose of existence.  The good news is that 
God’s wisdom is available to us.  His wisdom helps us live our best in the most practical 
matters of daily life, if only we will seek him.  Read Proverbs 8. 

“O God, as we know you better we also discover our deficits and our need for your 
wisdom.  On our own we don’t know how to attend to friends or face conflict.  Without 
your wisdom we are guided by a false and failing sense of reality, and we are left with 
mainly selfish, impulsive instincts.   When we seek  you, we seek your wisdom.  We are so 
glad you are ready to give it.  Amen.”

August 16 



After they prayed, the place where they were 
meeting was shaken. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God 
boldly.  Acts 4:31

We seek you that we might bear witness to you. 

Honestly, it’s difficult for many of us to think of ourselves as a witness or an influence among 
those who don’t follow Christ.  And often we struggle for one reason:  we don’t have what it 
takes.  We can’t sufficiently make all the convincing arguments.  We are so thoroughly imperfect.  
We don’t always know how to approach people in a persuasive and nonthreatening way.  We 
don’t want to offend.  (And, for now, let’s not bring the matter of parenting into this 
conversation, though we surely feel inadequate to raise our children in the Lord!) 

So, let’s go with all that.  Let’s assume we don’t have what it takes to persuade or influence 
others.  Too much is against us. 

Then we share much in common with the earliest Jesus-followers.  Their message was rejected 
by many—and not just anyone, but friends and family, co-workers and neighbors.  Their most 
respected community and religious leaders now threatened key members of this new Way. If 
they are quiet, they face jail, beatings or worse.  No followers of Jesus were safe.   

What did these Christ-believers do?  Pull back?  Hide?  Rethink their commitment?  Blend in?  
None of this.  Instead, they sought the Lord.  In prayer and worship they named God as 
Sovereign, Creator, Worker of salvation history.  And as the One who Raised a crucified Jesus.  
Then—and this is also critical—they sought the Lord for boldness, resilience, all rooted in a 
confidence in God they just named.  They sought his power to work in and through him.  In 
other words, they prayed, “We can’t be persuasive witnesses.  We have no power or influence.  
We don’t have what it takes.  But You do.  So, we will obey and you, Lord.  We will speak.  We will 
serve.  We will obey.  And, we seek your help to bless us.” Read Acts 4:1-31. 

“O Lord.  You worked powerfully in the past.  Now work in our day.  Enable us, too, to speak and 
act with resilience and boldness, tempered with humility and rooted in who You are.  Amen.”

August 17 



You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.  
Psalms 139:1

We seek You because You pursued us first. 

“God, we seek you.  We want your presence.  We want to make room for your power.  We 
want to make space for your direction, guidance, and, yes, even your discipline. But we 
seek you not because it was our idea.  No, we seek you because it was Your idea.  You took 
the initiative.  You sought us first. 

“We join the psalmist, who confesses, ‘…you have searched me and you know me…you 
are familiar with all my ways…Such knowledge is too wonderful for me’ (Ps.139). 

“You have sought us as you sought the Israelites, not because of who we are but because 
who you are. (cf. Dt.7:7-9). 

Moreover, you have loved us though are hearts were set against you.  You demonstrated 
your own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us’ (cf. Rm.5:8). 

“We long to know and love you more because, before we thought of you, you have 
poured out your love on us. Our knowledge of your ways draws us to you. This is love: not 
that we loved You, but that You loved us and sent your Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins (cf. 1 Jn.4:10). 

“O Sovereign and Faithful God,  we seek you because you first pursued us.  Hallelujah. 
Amen.”

August 18 


