
Daily Prayer Guide / 40 days of prayer 
W E E K  F O U R  —   A U G U S T  1 9 - 2 5

Faithful 
Deuteronomy 7:9

For middle school, 
high school & adults



Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; 
he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of 
love to a thousand generations… Dt. 7:9

Alone, with your family, and in your House Church — pray. 

Little Rock Church:  let’s pray together!  For 40 days let’s share a conversation with 
God.  Let’s practice together devotion and surrender to Him. 

This prayer guide intends to help us.  Each day’s reading includes a reflection, a 
short Scripture reading and a prayer, and follows the weekly themes introduced on 
Sundays at 9am:  

July 29  We celebrate You! 

Aug. 5  We lament. 

Aug. 12  We seek You. 

Aug. 19  Form us. 

Aug. 26  Keep us together. 

Sept. 2  Bless our families. 

Sept. 9  Take us on mission. 

Use this prayer guide each day as you meet alone with God.  Share the daily 
reading with your family.  Ask your House Church or Youth Group to meditate on a 
Scripture important to you.  And, join the congregation on Sundays at 9am as we 
pray together.  In doing so may we become more devoted and yielded to the Lord. 

how to use the daily prayer guide 



Yet you, LORD, are our Father. We are the clay, 
you are the potter; we are all the work of your 
hand. Isaiah 64:8

Is there hope for us, for me? 
Perhaps there is one thing worse than facing my failures:  it’s the prospect that my failures are 
final. 
I’m paralyzed by the notion that what’s broken in my life has no solution.  “It’s just the way I am” 
is not a statement of self-confidence but an expression of hopeless resignation.   

And, when such self awareness is viewed in the context of my family history or community 
setting, my heartache is compounded.  This way of life, I think to myself with sadness, runs in my 
family:  it’s what my father did, and his mother and his grandfather.  And, if I dare reflect more 
deeply upon my church, I may fall into despair at the sins of my congregation, not to mention 
the universal church.  And, when I think of my society and culture — oh, the pain and tragedy, the 
divisiveness and conflict, the confusion and disillusionment of humanity! 

“How can we be saved?  All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. No 
one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you…you have hidden your face from us…
because of our sins” (Is.64:5b-7). 

This is surely a true view of myself, my church, my world.  But, though our failures are terribly 
real, and their consequence often severe, our failures don’t have to be final.  Read Isaiah 
64:4-12; 65:17-25. 

“O Righteous, Holy LORD. Though we are made in your image, we are not like you. We think, feel 
and act as an offense to you. But you do not leave us alone. You implore us to return to you. 
Aware of our failures, we come to you broken and helpless.  We surrender ourselves to you, as a 
clay sits before the potter.  Our hope is that we may be the work of your hands. Mend, repair and 
restore us, as an downpayment on the New Thing you promise to do for all creation.  We 
celebrate your work through Jesus, and our hope for life because of him. Amen.” 

August 19 



I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you 
may know him better.  Ephesians 1:17

Reveal yourself, O Lord, so we may know you better. 

It’s really helpful to think of God as a Revealed, since we often tend to focus on all 
the ways God is hidden.  We can’t see him, literally speaking, nor do any of the five 
senses seem to “work” in our relating to him. 

Nevertheless, God seems to give great emphasis on his work to reveal himself.  
From the moment Adam and Eve hid from him, God has worked — albeit in his own 
way — to reveal himself even as humanity runs away.  The title of the last book of the 
Bible is a big hint about God’s priority to be known:  “Revelation.” 

God reveals himself in creation (Rm.1).  God reveals himself in Scripture (2 Tim.3).  
God reveals himself most profoundly in Christ (Heb.1).  And in combination with all 
this, God reveals himself through his Holy Spirit we accept into our lives (Eph.1:17).   

Why? Not only so we might know about him or even be in relationship with him, but 
that we might reflect, or look, like him.  As we know him better, we experience the 
hope he gives.  As he reveals himself more to us, somehow we experience his 
transforming power.  Read Ephesians 1:15-23. 

“O Lord, I join the apostle Paul to ask for your wisdom and revelation, as the Spirit 
gives it, so we may know you better.  As we know you, we may experience the hope 
to which we are called, the riches of the inheritance that is ours, and the Resurrection 
Power you give to us for everyday living. O Lord, work in us!  Amen.”
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I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit 
in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts…  Ephesians 3:16-17a

Better than we could imagine 

It’s often true that we imagine great things for ourselves.  We envision great 
accomplishments.  We may dream of projects that really make a difference.  

When often talk like that, too, about our relationship with God.  I know he must have a 
great plan for me.  I think he’s preparing me to do something really great. 

But what if the greatest work God wants me to participate in is the work of changing and 
growing me?  I don’t mean that in a self-centered way.  What I mean is:  what if God’s 
greatest project he calls me to join is the one that makes me less vengeful and more 
forgiving? What if my primary calling is to experience his healing from past hurt?  What if 
his most awesome achievement in me is that I am more in step with His Spirit, and his 
“fruit” (you know — love, joy, peace, patience, etc.) is more and more evident in my life? 

If God told  you that is his greatest project for you, would you join?  In fact, he’s already 
extended that very invitation to you and to me.  And the results of his work in us will be 
more than we could ever ask or imagine.  Read Ephesians 3:16-21. 

“O God, we pridefully assume that you send us into the world with a project to save 
someone.  Presumptuously, we conclude that you have a grand work for us to accomplish 
‘out there.’  Thank you for reminding us through Paul’s prayer that the greatest work in our 
life will be what you do ‘in here’ — in my heart.  Yes, you give us a family to bless, a church 
to serve and a world to which we must witness, but you send me so that the someone 
saved might also be me.  O, that more might come to know you because of the change 
you have wrought in me!  Hallelujah.  Amen.”
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We continually ask God to fill you. 
Colossians 1:9b

He works in me, so I may work to honor of him 

On my best day I want to honor God.  So, perhaps I stop some negative behaviors 
for a time.  Or, perhaps I begin some honorable behaviors.  And, that’s good.  
Obedience to God’s word, if that’s the aim of our stopping or starting behaviors, is 
good.  Scripture says plenty about obedience. 

But, my efforts to honor God shouldn’t be separated from relationship with God.  
Nor should we see our doing as the sole means to draw closer to God.   

Scripture says plenty about our surrendering to God’s Spirit so that he might fill us 
with himself.  While I’m not always sure what that means or looks like, what’s clear is 
that a posture or attitude of humility and dependence is God’s open door into our 
hearts.  As we are filled by him, we are matured and changed.  He works in me so 
that I may live in honor of him. 

 Read Colossians 1:9-14. 

“God, I want to be animated by you  I want to be under your influence.  So, live in 
me.  Fill me with your presence and power.  Grant me wisdom.  This is your work in 
me.  I know as I surrender to you, I will be empowered to honor you with my life. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.”
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May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify 
you through and through. May your whole 
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who 
calls you is faithful, and he will do it.  
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

A sacred partnership 

Christians believe God is faithful.  He’s dependable, reliable.  He keeps his word. 

It’s common for Christians to affirm God’s faithful promises to, for example, defeat the enemy in 
The End.  God wins in the end, we affirm.  He’s faithful to do it.  He keeps his promises. 

It’s sometimes harder to apply God’s faithfulness to forgive and change my life.  But, that’s what 
is promised.  The apostle Paul’s prayer on behalf of the Thessalonians appeals to God’s 
faithfulness “at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (i.e., his triumphant in The End).  Also, the 
apostle appeals to God’s faithfulness to continue to forgive and transform the believers.  In his 
prayer Paul invokes God’s faithfulness while urging the Thessalonians to believe in God’s 
promises to forgive and transform their lives, until his triumphal End. 

Eugene Peterson’s translation helps me grasp the sense of Paul’s prayer:  May God himself, the 
God who makes everything holy and whole, make you holy and whole, put you together—spirit, 
soul, and body—and keep you fit for the coming of our Master, Jesus Christ. The One who called 
you is completely dependable. If he said it, he’ll do it!  Now, in another version, read 1 
Thessalonians 5:23-24. 

“O God, you invite us into a sacred partnership where we cooperate with you to not only forgive 
our brokenness but change our broken ways.  I’m thankful for the certainty of forgiveness, but I 
easily forget that my becoming holy is not my work alone to do.  It’s our partnership. You are 
faithful to make me holy and whole.  I want to be cooperative trust in you, obedience, and then 
more trust.  Your work to make me — or any one else — holy and whole is a mystery.  But I believe 
you are faithful.  Amen.”
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With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, 
that our God may make you worthy of his 
calling, and that by his power he may bring to 
fruition your every desire for goodness and 
your every deed prompted by faith. We pray 
this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be 
glorified in you, and you in him, according to 
the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 2 Thess.1:11-12

The hard way of obedience 

So, we are praying this week to be formed.  We want God to make us more like him. 

How discouraging it is when our efforts to obey result in greater hardship.  Though 
our life aims align with God’s, our commitment to obedience is firm, and our 
ambitions to serve him are high, difficulty befalls us.  How troubling!   

Early believers in Thessalonica faced this same dilemma.  The harder they worked to 
cooperate with God, the more difficulty came upon them.  What are they to do?  
How ought we to respond? 

Paul’s prayer helps us:  don’t give up on God’s work to not only change his people 
but to bring about the results we strive for.  Read 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12. 

“O Lord,  we finally decide to follow you.  We desire that our lives bring goodness 
and good deeds.  But often only troubles follows.  Hardship seems to hide behind 
every noble plan of action.  We’re not seeing the outcomes we worked for.  Worse, 
sometimes life is more trouble, it seems, in our pursuit of honoring and serving you.  
So, today, join our hearts to Paul’s prayer.  Help us trust again your faithfulness to ‘fill 
our good ideas and acts of faith with your own energy so that it all amounts to 
something.’ *  We know you are able to make us fit for both obedience and 
endurance.  And we praise you today.  Amen.” 

* cf.,  Eugene Peterson’s translation of 1 Thessalonians 1:11 in The Message.
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Now may the God of peace, who through the 
blood of the eternal covenant brought back 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with 
everything good for doing his will, and may he 
work in us what is pleasing to him, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. Hebrews 13:20-21

He works in us what is pleasing 

God really wants us to be successful in our faith journey with him.  He not only 
sacrificed his son for the sin of humanity, and raised him to life to defeat death 
and the power it wields over life, God now provides to us his son as our 
shepherd.   

The shepherd does for us what we expect.  He guides us on the journey.  He 
provides nourishment and protection along the way.  And, as the Hebrews 
writer prays, he “equips” or helps to be obedient, with “everything good for 
doing his will." 

Read Hebrews 13:20-21. 

“O God, we praise you for all the work in history to make us yours.  We confess 
our discouragement to trust your faithfulness and to be faithful.  I am 
encouraged today, remembering you have not left us alone on the journey of 
faith.  You are with us, like a shepherd, to provide.  You not only provide what we 
need for daily living, but you also provide — and I often forget this — what we 
need for godly living.  Thank you!  Today, work in me and my fellow believers 
what is pleasing to you.  And may your receive the glory for ever and ever.  
Amen.”
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