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Faithful 
Deuteronomy 7:9

For middle school, 
high school & adults



Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; 
he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of 
love to a thousand generations… Dt. 7:9

Alone, with your family, and in your House Church — pray. 

Little Rock Church:  let’s pray together!  For 40 days let’s share a conversation with 
God.  Let’s practice together devotion and surrender to Him. 

This prayer guide intends to help us.  Each day’s reading includes a reflection, a 
short Scripture reading and a prayer, and follows the weekly themes introduced on 
Sundays at 9am:  

July 29  We celebrate You! 

Aug. 5  We lament. 

Aug. 12  We seek You. 

Aug. 19  Form us. 

Aug. 26  Keep us together. 

Sept. 2  Bless our families. 

Sept. 9  Take us on mission. 

Use this prayer guide each day as you meet alone with God.  Share the daily 
reading with your family.  Ask your House Church or Youth Group to meditate on a 
Scripture important to you.  And, join the congregation on Sundays at 9am as we 
pray together.  In doing so may we become more devoted and yielded to the Lord. 

how to use the daily prayer guide 



Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view 
of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your 
true and proper worship. Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to 
test and approve what God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. Rm.12:1-2

Is prayer about unity the place to begin unity? 

Jesus prayed for unity of his followers (Jn.17). So, it’s good to pray for God to unify us.  But, 
when we pray about our relationships among believers, where is the place to begin?  Where’s 
the ground God toils and cultivates in order to lead us to an experience of unity? 

Much of New Testament suggests the soil where God toils and plants for the fulfillment of Jesus’ 
prayer is within us.  God cultivates our minds and hearts, making us ready to seek and 
experience the unity his Spirit desires for us. 

Apparently one of the aims of the letter of Romans is to promote unity in a divided and divisive 
church.  Romans 12 contains instruction (and inspiration) that God may use to prepare our 
minds and hearts to seek and experience unity among Christians. 

Unity doesn’t simply begin with a commitment to unity.  Solidarity among believers begins with 
a commitment to surrender to the Lord’s transforming work within us.  Read Romans 12:1-2. 

“God of Unity, on my best day I want to live in solidarity with you and your people.  But, I admit I 
don’t always live my ‘best.’  Sometimes finding unity with other brothers and sisters isn’t as 
important to me as getting my way, protecting myself, or returning hurt for hurt.  Sometimes I just 
walk away from hard relationships.  I guess I’m often more committed to the prayer of unity more 
than doing the required work of unity.  

“God of Mercy, you have done the hard work with me — the work of patience, kindness, 
forgiveness.  You’ve even worked to help me be like you are toward me.  So, I don’t want to just 
offer my ideas (like prayer for unity of believers) as worship to you, I want to offer myself as a 
sacrifice of worship.  I know this is a daily commitment to you.  I know it means you’ll have to 
change the way I think and act.  But, you’ve shown me that to seek and experience your unity, my 
mind and heart is the place to begin.  In the name of Jesus who prayed for me, Amen.” 

August 26                Week 5 - Keep us together. 



For by the grace given me I say to every one of 
you: Do not think of yourself more highly than 
you ought, but rather think of yourself with 
sober judgment, in accordance with the faith 
God has distributed to each of you.  Rm.12:3

Who I am…and, who I am not 

Either I think too much of myself.  Or, I think too little of me. 

Either self-image easily blurs the image of God in me.  And, both miscalculations of 
myself can harm relationships and obscure the paths to healing or reconciliation. 

If there is  a first matter of business in God’s work to keep his people together, it 
may be that you and I gain an accurate view of self.  Read Romans 12:3. 

Apparently, God wants us to us look honestly upon ourselves.  Our image is framed, 
as Paul suggests of himself, by God’s grace.  Our view of self is enhanced and 
focused by the work of faith God has given us.  So, whatever one should conclude 
about him/herself — the source of that self-image is our relationship with God.  So, 
our time before God is not unlike relationships with close friends:  the more we 
spend time looking to God and listening to God, the more his image shapes us, and 
our view of ourselves.  The more God teaches me about me, the better I’m 
prepared to know and accept you. 

“O God of Grace, help me think of myself properly.  Do so by pouring out upon me 
both grace and truth of who I am, how much you love me, and how much I need you!  
Such work in me will aid me to think of others properly, too.  And so, I may become a 
conduit of your grace and truth to others. Amen.”

August 27                     Week 5 - Keep us together. 



So in Christ we, though many, form one body, 
and each member belongs to all the others. 
Rm.12:5

Gifted 

There’s no doubt that God wants his people to learn how to stay together.  Often in 
Scripture he reminds us of each person’s value.  Together, believers fit together like 
members of our physical body.  A person’s body has many parts, with each part serving a 
unique function.  Many members, with different functions, make up one body. 

The people in Christ are many, each having different functions and gifts, but together 
make one body.  In other words, each believer has gifts.  But, no member has all the gifts 
he/she needs to function well and to accomplish the purposes of the one body.  

God designed the church to accomplish more of its purposes when I participate.  Also, 
God fashioned the church to include others, who also help to achieve the aims of the 
body.  God wants to keep us together because we need each other.  God wants us to stay 
together because the church is better for it.  Read Romans 12:4-8. 

“O God, you created every person.  You designed every person with strengths, abilities or 
gifts.  Together, like a physical body, believers accomplish more than we might alone.  I 
confess that I struggle to accept the value of some people in my church.  We are so 
different that, well, we ‘clash.’ Sometimes our differences cause me great struggle.  
Sometimes we experience open conflict.  Today, I want to avoid cynically praying that you 
will change those people.  Instead, I pray you will help me see their value and gifting.  
Give me opportunities to watch them bless others.  Give me eyes to see what you see in 
them.  Then, make my heart ready to accept them with the same grace and mercy with 
which you accept me.  Because of Christ, Amen.”

August 28                     Week 5 - Keep us together. 



Love must be sincere.  Rm.12:9a

The high calling of ‘sincere love’ 

Imagine a church whose calling was simply to… 

 live in unhypocritical love 

    honor one another above yourself 

   share with God’s people in need 

    practice hospitality 

     bless those who persecute you; bless, not curse 

      rejoice with the rejoicing; mourn with the mournful. 

In the past month have my attitudes and actions helped the church embody such a 
calling?  Read Romans 12:9-16. 

“God, these directives sound so simple.  So ordinary.  And, so obvious.  Of course, as 
a follower of Jesus, I want to be known by these qualities!  But, in fact, your 
instructions are not simple but difficult.  They are extraordinary.  I often value self-
preservation, especially in conflict with another person, over your instructions.  Help 
me today to live out these essential qualities of sincere love.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

August 29                     Week 5 - Keep us together. 



Be devoted to one another in love. Rm.12:10a

Devoted, like family 

Family.  It’s that group of people you’re stuck with.  At least sometimes it feels that 
way. 

You are connected to family not by choice but by birth.  Siblings don’t usually 
choose each other.  Parents don’t get to choose children, really, and kids don’t 
choose their parents. 

Yes, we’re not actually stuck to family members.  We can leave.  We may change our 
name.  We don’t have to attend family reunions or the Christmas dinner. 

But the vision of family is of a people who, because of our birth, choose to stay 
together. 

The church shares a similar vision.  We are a people who, because of our spiritual 
birth, choose to stay together.  So, we are “devoted to one another in brotherly 
love.” Read Romans 12:10. 

“O God, give us the heart of good brothers.  Give us the spirit of devoted sisters.  We 
see the vision you have for your church:  you want us ‘stuck together’ in the best 
ways.  We confess that devotion to some is easy but to others is very hard.  As you 
refuse to give up on us, may you help us to refuse to give up on one another.   In the 
name of our brother, Jesus.  Amen.”

August 30                Week 5 - Keep us together. 



Outdo one another in showing honor.   
Rm.12:10b

Honor one another 

One way God keeps his people together is to teach us to honor one another.  We 
have many opportunities: 

Applaud a sister’s years of service in the youth group.  Thank a brother for 
his unfailing devotion to a benevolence ministry. 

Celebrate a couple’s wedding anniversary.  Commend a husband for his 
devotion to an ailing wife.  Send a note to a widow who faithfully toils alone. 

Honor our youth for their work on a mission trip.  Thank our eldest members 
for their years of service in God’s mission. 

Commend teenagers who complete high school.  Honor your parents on 
their birthday with a party, or simply write a note of appreciation. 

Our opportunities to honor one another are limited only by our vision to see each 
other as God sees us.   Read Romans 12:10b. 

“O Lord, when you honor and encourage us, it helps us feel refreshed.  Today, we are 
reminded that you not only affirm us through the Holy Spirit in our hearts, but you 
also encourage us through the words and actions of other believers. Make us a 
conduit of your encouragement and affirmation to each other.  In doing so we will 
refresh one another.  And, you will keep us together.  Amen.”

August 31                    Week 5 - Keep us together. 



Bless those who persecute you; bless and do 
not curse them.  Rm.12:14

Withhold reprisal, release blessing 

In a section of Scripture focused on relationships between Christians, it may 
surprise the reader to find instructions like, “Do not repay anyone evil for evil…
Do not take revenge…leave room for God’s wrath…If your enemy is hungry, 
feed him…Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

No doubt these words apply to a Christian’s treatment of persons who are not 
believers.  But, such instructions, written by the apostle Paul, were written to a 
church torn by ethnic and cultural conflict.  

Sometimes fellow Christians treat us as enemies.  Sometimes the humanity of 
believers — that part of us still wanting to exert our will rather than submit to 
God’s will — is expressed in words of hate and actions that harm. 

In those moments, God wants us to embody before others the spirit of Christ 
on the cross:  become a conduit of blessing and not revenge.  Only God can 
help us become such people.  Read Romans 12:9-21. 

“O God, I have acted as your enemy.  And I have acted as an enemy of some of your 
people.  Forgive me.  And, when I am harmed by your people, teach me to walk 
more in the way of Christ on the cross, offering not a curse but a blessing.  Amen.”

September 1                Week 5 - Keep us together. 


