
Daily Prayer Guide / 40 days of prayer 
W E E K  S I X  —   S E P T E M B E R  2 - S E P T E M B E R  8  —  B L E S S  O U R  F A M I L I E S

Faithful 
Deuteronomy 7:9

For middle school, 
high school & adults



Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; 
he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of 
love to a thousand generations… Dt. 7:9

Alone, with your family, and in your House Church — pray. 

Little Rock Church:  let’s pray together!  For 40 days let’s share a conversation with 
God.  Let’s practice together devotion and surrender to Him. 

This prayer guide intends to help us.  Each day’s reading includes a reflection, a 
short Scripture reading and a prayer, and follows the weekly themes introduced on 
Sundays at 9am:  

July 29  We celebrate You! 

Aug. 5  We lament. 

Aug. 12  We seek You. 

Aug. 19  Form us. 

Aug. 26  Keep us together. 

Sept. 2  Bless our families. 

Sept. 9  Take us on mission. 

Use this prayer guide each day as you meet alone with God.  Share the daily 
reading with your family.  Ask your House Church or Youth Group to meditate on a 
Scripture important to you.  And, join the congregation on Sundays at 9am as we 
pray together.  In doing so may we become more devoted and yielded to the Lord. 

how to use the daily prayer guide 



Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
Ephesians 5:21

Family and church are “related” 

Few stories of faithful families are written without a close tie drawn between that 
family and other believers.   Marriages don’t make the long journey of cross-
inspired loyalty without Christian friends who encourage, serve and affirm.  Parents 
don’t bravely stay the course of to raise youth in the Lord without a village of 
believers who model, mentor and bless.  To put it simply, the family that is faithful to 
its calling in marriage and child raising is the one lives in Christian community.  That 
community we call “the church.” 

Family and church are, then, “related.” 

Perhaps that’s why the apostle Paul can’t help but instruct believers on marriage and 
parenting as he casts a glorious vision for the church.  The church’s identity is 
intrinsically tied, Paul proclaims, to the life of Christ’s church.  Likewise, a Christian’s 
role in marriage and child rearing is fulfilled as Christ inspires and empowers us and 
the church serves, mentors and blesses.  Read Ephesians 3:14-21; 5:21-6:4 

“God, we confess we sometimes disconnect our calling to family from our 
relationship with church.  Because of pride, foolishness or fear, we try to ‘do family’ 
alone and isolated, confining ‘church’ to an assembly on Sunday.  May your Spirit 
move us to surround our families with believers who will bless us.  And, in turn, may 
our family encourage other families.  In the Name of Christ, Amen.” 

September 2            Week 6 - Bless our families. 



In the future, when your son asks you, “What is 
the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and 
laws the Lord our God has commanded you?” 
tell him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, 
but the Lord brought us out…  Dt.6:20-21

“That reminds me of day I’ll never forget…” 

It’s often true that families are the carriers of our stories.  What sometimes happens 
when relatives gather for birthdays, holidays and lazy weekend cookouts?  We 
recount our family stories.  When family members (and friends who are close 
enough to be ‘family’) assemble in a grand hall for the next wedding, or cram into a 
hospital waiting room in anticipation of another birth, or gather in a chapel to honor 
the passing of a loved one, what do we often talk about?  We retell the unique 
stories that make us family. 

Not only do our experiences shape our identity, but the telling and retelling of 
those experiences often inform and influence who we are, or will be.  Whether or 
not we intend it, the stories we tell often effect the stories we one day live. 

Apparently, Moses knew this, too.  Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 20-25. 

“O God, you are the God for all times — the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and 
the God of my great-grandparents, grandparents and my parents.  Will you give me 
insight and perspective of where my family has been?  Will  you give me wisdom to 
retell the stories of old, and the stories that make my family uniquely ‘us?’  Help my 
family tell those stories, not just for the sake of tradition, but that we might recall your 
faithful, powerful, merciful work to make us family, and to make us yours.  Amen.”

September 3            Week 6 - Bless our families. 



We haven’t stopped praying for you, asking 
God to give you wise minds and spirits 
attuned to his will, and so acquire a thorough 
understanding of the ways in which God 
works. Col.1:9

The church in miniature 

It seems that what the church is to be on a grand scale the family is to be in miniature.   The 
church demonstrates faithfulness, and family seeks to live faithful.  The church learns to love and 
forgive, so does the family.  The church aims to demonstrate and impart God’s wisdom, so does 
the family.  The church pursues a mission to serve, share and sacrifice; that’s what the Christian 
family is also called to pursue. 

With eloquence the apostle Paul casts an inspiring vision that the church is ultimately 
triumphant because of the supremacy of Christ, though presently the church is a collection of 
fellow sufferers on mission with the crucified Christ.  The church is called to a unique or holy life 
with a resurrected Christ who overcomes the power of sin.  And, all of this, Paul adds, applies to 
the family, too, where we live out the details of trust and obedience to Christ. Read Colossians 
3:1-3, 17, 18-21. 

“O God, may Paul’s prayer for the church be our prayer for our families:  ‘Our prayers for you are always 
spilling over into thanksgivings…for you! We keep getting reports on your steady faith in Christ…and 
the love you continuously extend to all Christians. The lines of purpose in your lives never grow slack, 
tightly tied as they are to your future in heaven, kept taut by hope.…We haven’t stopped praying for you, 
asking God to give you wise minds and spirits attuned to his will, and so acquire a thorough 
understanding of the ways in which God works. We pray that you’ll live well for the Master, making him 
proud of you as you work hard in his orchard. As you learn more and more how God works, you will 
learn how to do your work. We pray that you’ll have the strength to stick it out over the long haul—not the 
grim strength of gritting your teeth but the glory-strength God gives. It is strength that endures the 
unendurable and spills over into joy, thanking the Father who makes us strong enough to take part in 
everything bright and beautiful that he has for us.’” *  

*Col.1:3-12, The Message translation

September 4            Week 6 - Bless our families. 



Religion that God our Father accepts as pure 
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world. James 1:27

Protector of, advocate for vulnerable families 

The mission of the church is not only to protect and advocate for the families in our local 
membership.  God’s people are to protect and advocate for all families.  And, we discover in 
Scripture, this calling is uniquely revealed in our advocacy and care for the most vulnerable 
families.  Who are they?   

God tell us who they are so we can know about him.  Often in the story of Scripture, where God 
reveals himself, God defines himself in surprising family terms.  He says in essence about 
himself, “I’m showing you my heart by telling you who is of particular concern to me:  I am the 
God who cares about the poor, the widow, the orphan and the foreigner.” 

God is concerned about these families who hurt and suffer, often in isolation —  who struggle 
under economic hardship, live without a spouse, move through childhood without loving 
parents, families who migrate (or escape) to a new land for a safer, peaceful life.  These families 
are often the target of social or political animosity.  Who will show them God’s love, protection 
and advocacy?  The church will.  Because that’s who God is. 

Read Dt.10:17-19; 15:10-11; 24:17-22; 26:12; James 1:27. 

“God of mercy, we confess that our prayers for family are often limited to those in our household.  
We seek your favor for our children, help for our marriage and intervention for our well-being.  
We often forget that the church’s mission is not just to our own families but to all families, and 
particularly to those most vulnerable.  While some exploit the widow, disregard the poor, forget 
the orphan or attack the immigrant, may you help us, as your people, be your voice and your 
body to hurting families.  So that your Name may be honored, Amen.”

September 5            Week 6 - Bless our families. 



Marriage should be honored by all, and the 
marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the 
adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 5 Keep 
your lives free from the love of money and be 
content with what you have, because God has 
said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 
you.”  Heb.13:4-5

Make our families holy 

Let’s be honest.  We don’t live in a virtuous culture.  We may find much in our North 
American culture to take pride in, but moral qualities such as sexual discretion and 
financial restraint are not among them.  Perhaps such values are hard to find in any 
society.  Among God’s people, however, sexual purity and financial contentment are 
qualities to be celebrated and faithfully pursued.   

Tucked into some final words of a long sermon, a grand and complex teaching about 
Christ’s work for humanity — that he is our sacrifice for sin, our priestly servant who makes 
us holy and is an ever-present help —  we find a strong and clear call to families:  honor 
marriage, keeping the “marriage bed” pure; don’t love money, but instead be content.  
Read Hebrews 13:4-6. 

We strive to honor these values not for for their own sake but because of who God is.  To 
respect God’s guidance on sexuality, particularly to honor the marriage covenant, is to 
honor the character of our Holy God.  It’s also to honor his role as judge.  To live 
disciplined and self-controlled in our use of money, and to act generously with it, is to 
honor God’s faithfulness to provide and protect.  

“O Holy God, we confess we live in an unholy society and we easily follow unholy ways.  
May our marriages and families pursue holiness in our sexuality and in our view of money.  
Let us honor our marriage.  Let us worship you and not money.  May we seek to be so, 
because your holiness is awesome, Christ’s work as Sacrifice and Priest inspires us, and 
Holy Spirit’s ministry enables us.  In the name of our brother, Jesus.  Amen.”

September 6            Week 6 - Bless our families. 



Let the little children come to me.  Mark 10:14

Let them come 

Have you thanked a teacher lately?  Perhaps you should.  People who choose to teach or 
spend time with other people’s children might have earned our thanks.  Sure, pictures 
and stories of children delight us.  But, honestly, many of us just don’t know what to do 
with children. 

With all due respect, children are messy.  They are noisy.  They are busy.  Sometimes they 
are things we don’t like to mention:  Uncooperative.  Unpredictable.  Dirty.  Snotty.  Stinky.  
And, often they don’t listen — as if some of them don’t seem to know English.  (I guess, if 
they are young enough, they don’t!) 

And, often kids who come from hard places  — neglected, abandoned, abused or 
disabled by drugs or alcohol — don’t respond in predictable ways to love and connection.  
Sometime they dish out pain to others, even loving adults.  And, then there are children 
whose physical, emotional or intellectual disabilities challenge them and us. 

Yet, Jesus words still ring out:  “let the little children come.”  Will we?   Read Mark 10:14. 

“O Gentle Savior, bless our children.  All of them everywhere — bless them.  And, make us 
your instruments of blessing to children (all children) who come to us.  Give us love for 
them, yes, but the kind of love that seeks wisdom, insight and understanding. Give us love 
that endures with them.  Give us love that meets children where they are.  Give us love that 
seeks to train them in the way they were created.  Give us love that remains gracious and 
patient, desiring the best for them, even when they fight against us.  O Father, bless our 
children.  Help us to be a blessing to them as you, Father, have blessed us.  After all, we 
are all your children.  Amen.”

September 7            Week 6 - Bless our families. 



We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God.  2 Cor.5:20

Ambassadors for Christ 

Jesus said, “Go make disciples.”  Lots of people have taken his command 
seriously, including the apostle Paul.  Once he wrote, “For Christ’s love 
compels us…We have a ministry of reconciliation:  that God was reconciling 
the world to himself in Christ…He has committed to us the message…We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors.” 

If, like the apostle Paul, we seek to be Christ’s ambassadors, then we accept the 
role to pray and plead for others to “be reconciled to God.”  As we live this 
role, our households become a context of ministry, where we pray and plead 
for our children to come to a right relationship with God.  And, our families 
become a model for our not-yet-Christians friends of what it means to live in 
the grace and truth of Christ Jesus — through both actions and words we 
persuade others to “be reconciled to God.”  Read 2 Corinthians 4:16-21. 

“O God, I want my children to know you and follow you.  I pray my spouse will live 
devoted to you.  I ask that you lead all my family members to discover you as Father.  
I have so many friends, co-workers and neighbors — I want them to become captured 
by how great is your love for them!  Let my home be a place where others 
experience you.  Let my family be a compelling witness to your transformative grace 
and truth.  Amen.”

September 8            Week 6 - Bless our families. 


